[A] 


51:16]: ‘Ihave placed my words in your mouth’ — this refers to the 
[study of] Torah. “And in the shadow of my hands I have covered you’ 
— this refers to doing deeds of loving kindness. “This serves to teach 
you that whoever keeps himself busy in studying Torah and in doing 
deeds of loving kindness merits sitting in the shadow of the Holy One, 
blessed be he.” 


XXXVI. YERUSHALMI TAANIT 4:3 


THE MEMBERS OF A DELEGATION WOULD FAST FOUR DAYS A WEEK. FROM 


Monpay to Tuurspay. BUT THEY DID NOT FAST ON THE EVE OF THE 
SABBATH, BECAUSE OF THE HONOR OWING TO THE SABBATH, NOR ON SUNDAY 
SO AS NOT TO GO FORTH FROM RESTING AND ENJOYMENT TO TRAVAIL AND 
FASTING, AND SO PERISH. ON THE FIRST DAY [THEY READ] FROM, “IN THE 
BEGINNING” TO “LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT” (Gen. 1:1-8); ON THE 
SECOND DAY, FROM “LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT” TO “LET THE WATERS BE 
GATHERED TOGETHER” (Gen. 1: 6-13); ON THE THIRD DAY, FROM “LET THE 
WATERS BE GATHERED TOGETHER” TO “LET THERE BE LIGHT” (GEN. 
1:9-19); ON THE FOURTH DAY, FROM ‘LET THERE BE LIGHT” TO “LET THE 
WATER BRING FORTH ABUNDANTLY” (Gen. 1:14-23); AND ON THE FIFTH DAY, 
FROM “LET THE WATERS BRING FORTH ABUNDANTLY” TO “LET THE EARTH 
BRING FORTH” (Gen. 1:20-31); AND ON THE SIXTH DAY, FROM “LET THE 
EARTH BRING FORTH” TO “AND THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE FINISHED” 
(Gen. 1:24-31, 2:1- 3). IN THE CASE OF A LONG PERICOPE, THEY READ IT BY 
TWO, AND IN THE CASE OF A BRIEF ONE. BY ONE PERSON. 


1:1: Huna said, “The three who are called up to the Torah should not 
read less than ten verses of Scripture.” Hezekiah said, “This is to 
match the Ten Commandments.” And lo, we have learned, On the first 
day they read from, “In the beginning” (Gen. 1:1) to, “Let there be a 
firmament” (Gen. 1:8) [M. Ta. 4:3E]. Now are there only eight verses 
in that set? R. Idi says, “Kahana and Assi differed. “One said, ‘He goes 
back [and repeats a verse].’ “The other said, ‘He cuts one into two.’” 
He who said he goes back maintains that one goes back and re peats 
two verses. He who said that one cuts a verse into two holds that, “And 
there was evening, and there was morning (Gen. 1:5, 8),” constitutes a 
verse by itself. And lo, we have learned: On the second day, from “Let 
there be a firmament, “to “Let the waters be gathered together” [M. Ta. 
4:3F]. [Now, are there only seven verses in that set?] One said, ‘He 
goes back [and repeats a verse].’ The other said, ‘He cuts one into two. 
He who said He goes back, maintains that one repeats two verses 
[bringing the total to ten as prescribed at A and as resolved at B. And 


